Pisarski laments the demise of the census long form and identifies data sources that will be important for transportation planners and analysts in the future. It may be that Pisarski's work will be too difficult to replicate in the future without the census long form. Pisarski also identifies trends that should be followed in the future: immigration, suburban commuting, telecommuting. He cautions that politicians have not made American mobility a priority in recent years. Maybe that will change. The greater attention the new administration is paying to climate change may bring focus to mobility.
Global warming and climate change along with the 2008 oil shock are a couple of caveats a current reader might have with Commuting in America III. Pisarski's work was done before the dramatic 2008 rise and fall in oil prices. This study was written after 20 years of generally declining oil prices and just as that trend was starting to reverse. If Pisarski were to do the study now or in a few years, it would be interesting to see if the oil price shock had any effect on commuting.
The greater attention to global warming is another important factor that Commuting in America III did not pick up because of timing. Now the United States has a new administration that is determined to address climate change. The gasoline powered, private automobile may have to adapt. How this evolution occurs during the next several years will be an interesting topic for a Commuting in America IV.
Those caveats aside, this is a valuable study. Pisarski's prose carries the reader easily through his wealth of graphs, statistics, and charts. His study reinforces how dependent American workers are on commuting by private automobile. This dependence is a fundamental challenge to transportation analysts and planners as they seek to tackle climate change while providing mobility to 21 st century America. 
Dr. William Huneke is associate director and chief economist at the

